
A PROPOSALI FOR AN ENVIRONM’ENTAL WATER
BEST MANAGEMENT P.RACTICES PROGRAM

Preface: If water supplies dedicated to environmental uses m’e not managed
efficiently, it caa directly impa~zt other water u~r~ mad can a~so n~gatively kr~act
environm~m~l programs. There/ore, a BMP program for environmental water
uses, parall¢! to the programs established for ~ban and ~gricultum! uses, should
be ~. co~ ¢Icment of the CAL~D Bay-Dol~ Progr~a. For such ~. BM9 program
to be parallel with the progratas for urban ~nd agricultural BMP programs, it must
be comprehensive and must address ate phases of water use for ,nvironmental
purposes, including but not limited to, diversions for wetlands md ,Mldlif~ - --~
refuges, r~guaated and unregulated flows for instream purposes (both quantity and
quahty), and releases from storage for environmental purposes (including                ..
tempera~re control and maintenance of reservoir leveIs i.u order to achieve
wildlife purposes).

The C.ALFED Bay-Delta Program *’or restoring the ecological health of*he Bay-
Delta system hac]udes impm~ and Lucmasing both aquatic and terresu’~al
habitats, such as wetlands, shallow water habitats and spawning a.reas, riparian
woodlands and upland areas to produce food =d cover. Such programs will
re~tuim th~ CALFED agencies to manage ~nviroumental water for the
improvement ~ad umLutemmce of such habitats. It is imp.,rativ¢ that
environmental w&ter uses be managed sothat ~ey are reasonable, produce
multiple benefits and do not redirect impacts on other environmental programs or
water users. Al~o, the accd for additional water for the environment shouid
undergo a rigorous analysis following the measures outli.ued in the program
described herein.

The program described Lu tkis document is vollmtary in nature. However,
procedures should be established to measure the ei~cuveness of and to upgrade
~vimnm~ntal BMPs to eusure thzt water dedicated to environmental purposes is
being used ~a ~u efficient, scientifically justified rammer. BMP procedurgs should

:. require that any additional environmemal wamr requirements ftrs~ be met from __
exi~iug allocations of environmental w~er. Water dedicated to the ,nvironmem
which is not being used effici, ntly should be redirected to offset oth,r water
supply requiremems.

Program Descripfior~: An eavironmemal best management practices oversigh~
paa¢I shall be e~,.abli,hcd to monitor ,rod recommend changes in ,nvironmenml

t TI~ dr~ l~roposat was devoloped by ¯ n~nb~r of Central Valley water ~ers in order to sfimulat.
di~e,.m~ioa ¢m the {~mm. It ha~ not been di~cus~’l with l~oard~ ~f13~r~.tor~.
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war~r uses and methods of use to ensur~ that any water dedicated to the

¯ ,
en’~ironment (including instream flows) or otherwise made available to fish and

:: ......~-~"*" wfldlif~ agencies for ~nvimuum~tal usa !s effic[=nfly managed to providethe
ben~fit~ to the environment envisioned by the CALFED program with ~he leas~
practicable knpacz on other beneficial uses of water: while maximizing m~itiple
u~ ofenvifomnental water.

The oversight pane! shall consisl of biologists, toxicofogis~, sdientists fa~liar
w~th tidal flows aad dyaamic% w~fer resources engineers: and o~ persons
e~perienced in ~e operation of war~r proj~ct~ and the hyd~ologyof the Bay-Delta
system. The functions of~he oversight panel shall include:

1. Preparing, for adoption and implementation by wildlif~ management
authdrit~es, a ~MI~ pin.am as effective as that called for bythe AB 3616 MOU or
the CVPIA W~e.r C~nservation critgda;

2.    Moni~:ori~g r.h~ met.hods of wa;~r u~: in Lh~ C~nual Va1I=y wil~Ilif~
refuges and recommendin~ water management and conservation measuresas
appropriate and "net beneficial;"

3. Monitoring the timing of wildlife refuse dewatering in the spring to
acNev¢ multiple uses;

4. l~commendi~g monitoring programs (including real
mo~mfin~ ~d p¢ffo~e eval~on c~t¢fi~ wNch w~ll provide ~m needed to
dcm~e ~f eu~o~en~ ~t~r ~ p~ces ~ ~e Bay-Detm sy~ can be
~prov~d re c~ out the policies ~d p~oses of ~e env~o~en~! B~

5. Ev~g fl~e re~ of~e monito~ pm~s ~d m~g
~ommen~o~ to appropria~ festal or s~ re~a~o~ agencies for
implem~ng impro~d en~o~ wa~r m~ag~¢~t s~teNes developed .
~u~ Ne B~ process. Such ~cor~en~tio~s coNd ~clu~ mo~catiom of
t¢~s md conditions of~to~ or s~gutory w~t~ ~ity, flow, or opem~o~I
obje~ives, md modifi¢~tious to federM ~ or ESA ~q~emeuts, to match
~ n~ ~ es~lished ~ou~ the B~ process;

6. Evaluating whether physical improvements to the Bay-Delta system
and its habitat would allow environmental water to be managed more efficiently;
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7. Idemi£yi~ mid, evaluating oppolminities to m.~ multiple ~e of
environmental water, glereby providing for multi~I: envimmnenml purposes
’̄and/or for human us~.                  ...

In evaluating enviromnental BMPs, the oversight panel shal-1 be guided by

1,    Environmental Water requirements should be developed with a focus
on the Bzty-D~ltasyztcm as a whole. Flow or oper~.’£onaL requirements for
individual species should not be established in a vacuum, but should always be se~
a£ter consultations .among the fish and .wijdlife ~gencies.~h.a~ consider how r.hose
requirements would a£fect other species and how ~ pm-t-icula, block ofw~t~r could
be used to benefi~ multiple species.

:2.    EnVironmental water should be used iu ~t manner r.h~t promote.~
multiple beneficial uses. For example, efforts should be made to time deliveries of
refuge water so that tlae tlow can be used for ottter purposes before it is pumped or
returned to river.~ at critic~] outflow tim~s to assist with meeting outflow
requirements.

3. Adaptive management should guide environmental w~t~er use
de.~isions. Re~tl t~mc monitoring contributes to adaptive mazagemeut and should
bc part uI" ~uvkomncnr.al water programs. Adaptive management in£crs ttmt
environmental water uses, and associated me~ods of use, m~y change over time as
scieutific understanding and/or operational experience improves, or as
t~chnological advances are made....,-                        ..

:4. Water t’or environmentai purposes should only be made available to
wildlife agencies when ttxere is a high level of certainty that factors other them
instream flows are not acting to substantially reduce the environmental benefits of
tJmt water.

5. Opporttmities for wildlife habitat enhancement by wildlife agencies
should focus on giving priority to areas that do not overlie a s~li~ w~tet" body. --
This BMP contributes to the concept of multiple uses, .

6.    W~ttcx" tot en~’konmcnml purpose~ tha~ ~s lost to timber beneficial.
,use because offlowiag to a saliue water body should be given a higher level of
~crutiny and analysis as to its benefits.

7, CALFED agencies ~rimarily state and federal wildlife agencies),
" " ’ along with other entities which are responsible for envi~ronmemal waxer uses and
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public interests should develop .~ Memorandum. of Understanding which embodies
¯ e ~ework com~ed herein. T~s Env~o~ml B~ Memo~ of

.......... : ~, ’ ....Underslung would be si~ed ~d b~d~g ,~pon si~io~~¢s ~ ~ ~r ~i~h i~
p~e! to th~ ~’Memora~um qf Underst~ding ~garding Urban Water
Conse~a~on in Cal~omia" ~d the "Memor~dum of U~e~tanding Regarding
E~c~ ~utsr Use by Agri~ltural ~r Suppliers."
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